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a greater or less degree, bear about them more
visibly or more concealed, the disgraceful marks of
their captivity.

Such, on a full and fair investigation, must be con-
fessed to be the state of facts ; and how can this be
accounted for on any other supposition, than that
of some original taint, some radical, principle of cor-
ruption? All other solutions are unsatisfactory,
whilst the potent cause which has been assigned,
does abundantly, and can alone sufficiently, account
for the effect. It appears then, that the corruption
of human nature is proved by the same mode of
reasoning, as that which hath been deemed conclu-
sive in establishing the existence of the principle of
gravitation and in ascertaining its laws; that the
doctrine rests on that solid basis on which Newton
hath raised the superstructure of his sublime philo-
sophy ; that it is not a mere speculation; an un-
certain, though perhaps an ingenious theory, but
the sure result of large and actual experiment;
deduced from incontestable facts, and still more
fully approving its truth by harmonizing with the
several parts, and accounting for the various pheno-
mena, jarring otherwise and inexplicable, of the great
system of the universe.

Here, however, revelation interposes, and sustains
the fallible conjectures of our unassisted reason.
The Holy Scriptures speak of us as fallen creatures;
in almost every page we shall find something that is
calculated to abate the loftiness, and silence the
pretensions of man. " The imagination of man^s
heart is evil from his youth." " What is man, that
he should be clean? and he which is born of a
woman, that he should be righteous5 ?" " How much
more abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh

* Job xv. 14.